In a study of 5049 consecutive newborn children, Friedrich and Nielsen (1973) found one boy who had a translocation 45,XY,t(15q22q), which was inherited from the mother. He was physically normally developed; his family has been described by Friedrich, Nielsen, and Sehested (1972) . To the best of our knowledge this was the only reported family with a D/G translocation positively identified as a 15/22 translocation by the banding technique.
Summary. A familial Robertsonian translocation 15/22 was ascertained through a female carrier whose four pregnancies ended in missed abortions. Eleven 15/22 translocation carriers were detected in three generations among 23 family members investigated. The four proven female carriers, apart from the proposita, have miscarried seven out of 14 pregnancies. The kindred suggests that the 15/22 translocation in female carriers may cause an increased risk for miscarriage.
In a study of 5049 consecutive newborn children, Friedrich and Nielsen (1973) found one boy who had a translocation 45,XY,t(15q22q), which was inherited from the mother. He was physically normally developed; his family has been described by Friedrich, Nielsen, and Sehested (1972 technique was used for banding chromosomes. The slides were incubated for 1 hour at 600 C in 2 x SSC (0-3 M sodium chloride plus 0 03 M tri-sodium citrate) after which they were rinsed briefly with de-ionized water and stained in Giemsa for 30 minutes (Gurr's Giemsa R.66, 2 ml to 50 ml of buffer at pH 6-8 made with Gurr's buffer tablets). Finally they were rinsed again briefly in de-ionized water and dried by blotting.
Family report
The family was ascertained because the proposita had four pregnancies all of which ended in missed abortions. The proposita (III. 15, Fig. 1 (Walker and Harris, 1962/1963; Kjessler, 1964; Yunis et al, 1964; Wilson, 1971 ). Sparkes and de Chieri (1970) suggested that the carrier of a chromosome translocation might be at increased risk for having recurrent abortions. At least one female 14/21 translocation carrier was ascertained because of multiple abortions (Cohen, 1971) . (1974) . One of them, who was ascertained through a survey of prisoners, has inherited the translocation from his mother. The other, ascertained through a survey of patients in a mental subnormality hospital, was a new mutant.
